NOTES ON A TRIP TO BUKIT ETAM. 
SELANGOR. 

BY 

Lieut. H. J. KELSALL, r. e. 



‘ N the ist of January, 1891, I started in company 
with Mr. Lawder, District Officer at Kajang, for 
a five days’ trip in the jungle. Our destination was 
Bukit Etam, situated about 25 miles due East of 
Kwala Lumpur. By road the distance is about 
30 miles. 

We reached as far as Ulu Langat, a native village about 
13 miles from Kwala Lumpur, and slept there that night in the 
Police Station, a room of which is set apart for the use of 
travellers. Here we got eight or nine coolies to carry our 
baggage. 

At 7.20 A.M. on the 2nd, we left Ulu Langat. We rode 
the first 12 or 13 miles to the foot of the hill, there being a 
good bridle-path, which had been made by Mr. Lawder for 
the use of the Resident a few weeks before. Previous to this 
there had only been a foot-path through the jungle. The path 
crosses the Langat River at Ulu Langat, and then runs more 
or less parallel to the left bank of the river, passing for the 
first two miles through second growth jungle, and now and 
then crossing a stream by means of a rough bridge. The 
jungle then becomes more dense, the ordinary lowland jungle, 
with thick undergrowTh, the most striking tree being the beauti- 
fulred and orange Ixora , the “Jarum Jarum ” of the Malays, 
which here grow r s to a height of 25 or 30 feet. Three miles 
from Ulu Langat a path branches off to the hot springs of 
Dusun Tuah. There are five or six of these springs altogether, 
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all near the river. One, I am told, actually rises in the bed 
of the stream. The principal stream rises out of a mass of 
granitic rock about 20 feet high and 30 or 40 in circum¬ 
ference. Sulphuretted hydrogen is given off in considerable 
quantities by the springs. The temperature of the water is, 

I believe, about 180° Fahr,, but as I had no thermometer I 
could not test it myself. Butterflies of several species 
appeared to like the hot water, for they hovered about and 
settled on the moist rocks and sucked up the water. Here I 
got three or four specimens of that prince of butterflies, the 
beautiful Or 7 iithoptera Brookeana , resplendent in black and 
green velvet. The water of the river here is quite cold and 
clear like an English stream, and orchids are pretty abundant on 
the trees. No beasts were seen in the jungle, and only a few 
birds. One or two red woodpeckers, a few tailor-birds ( Or - 
thotoynus ruficeps) and bulbuls, a solitary pair of crows, and 
now and then a wagtail were the only representatives of the 
feathered tribes that were seen. 

The Sungei Lui, an affluent of the Sungei Langat, had 
to be forded three or four times in the course of our ride, but 
was nowhere much more than kneedeep. On the sandy banks 
of the river, especially at one place where there were a lot of 
durian skins, and at moist spots on the paths, numbers of but¬ 
terflies, principally belonging to the family Pieridse , but in¬ 
cluding some Papilios and others, were seen, and every now 
and then one of the blues would cross the path with a flash of 
metallic light, or a big swallow-tail zigzag down the road, or a 
glorious black and gold Ornithopteron come sailing lazily out 
of the jungle, at one side only, to disappear a moment or two 
later on the other. Leeches were, as usual, plentiful in this 
low damp jungle. A beautiful orange-flowered globba ( Glob - 
ba auj'antiaca ) was plentiful along the sides of the path, and 
I found a single plant of a small-leaved begonia. 

At the foot of the hill, where the path to Ginting Peris 
branches off, we dismounted, and sent our ponies back to Ulu 
Langat. After a rest of some hours, and tiffin, we started to 
walk the remaining four or five miles, all of which is uphill 
and pretty steep. After ascending a short way, a belt of 
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giant bamboos is passed through, and the character of the 
jungle begins to change. The undergrowth is not so dense. 
There is also a perceptible difference in the air—there is a 
freshness in it that that of the low jungle does not possess. 
The path here zigzags a good deal, owing to the steepness of 
the hill. At a height of 2,000 to 2,500 feet the jungle becomes 
more stunted : fewer large trees are seen and magnificent tree 
ferns reaching a height of 20 or 30 feet are fairly common. The 
path follows the crest of a spur of the main ridge, till it reaches 
a small Sakei ladang , or clearing, where a bamboo hut had 
been erected for the use of the Resident when he visited the 
hill some weeks before. Here there were also one or two de¬ 
serted Sakei huts — mere attap sheds raised on poles some ten 
feet or so from the ground — and a small plantation of sugar¬ 
cane. Here we spent the night very comfortably, although it 
was rather cold, and were lulled to sleep by the sweet wild 
music of the Sakei wind-organs. These are made of long 
bamboos, in each joint of which is made a small slit.' They 
are lashed upright to the top branches of a tree, and when the 
wind blows act something like gigantic flutes. The sound 
they make is weird yet soothing. 

On the morning of the 3rd January, we started at 7 A.M., 
and under the guidance of the only Sakei we found in the 
place (who informed us that he had been with CAMERON, the 
well-known Malayan explorer) went to the top of the ridge. 
All the valleys below were full of white mist, which marked 
out the courses of the streams, but as this cleared away un¬ 
der the influence of the morning sun, we had a magnificent 
view — Kwala Lumpur due West, and beyond that Klang 
Straits, and a little more to the northward Pulau Angsa. By 
climbing a tree we got a view all round, and found we were 
at the highest point of the ridge. The hill consists of a hog- 
backed ridge four or five miles long, running North and 
South and rising from South to North, with several spurs ly¬ 
ing at right angles to it. The top of the ridge is only a few 
yards wide and the sides slope steeply down. An animal 
track runs along the crest, and the rocks and roots of trees 
between which it passes are in many places worn smooth by 
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animals brushing past. There were merely pools of rain wa¬ 
ter all along the path, and in the mud the fresh track of a 
rhinoceros. The jungle on and near the - summit is entirely 
different from that lower down. The trees are stunted and 
gnarled, and they as well as the ground are thickly clothed 
with luxuriant moss nearly a foot thick and saturated with 
moisture. From the top of one of the trees I was able to get 
a view of the twin peaks of Gunong Hantu and Gunong 
Besar to the North-East, and setting the coolies to work we 
made a small clearing which enabled us to get a good view of 
the country in the direction of Kwala Lumpur and Klang to 
the West, and Ulu Selangor to the North-West, with all the 
intervening country. The ridge of limestone rocks near Batu 
stands out distinctly like a great wall or dyke running nearly 
East and West. While the men were at work clearing, I 
spent the time collecting plants. Amongst those I obtained, 
were a Rhododendron , a fine Medinilla with a pink flower 
and red undersides to the leaves, Burmanicea longifolia with 
beautiful pale bluish-white flowers hanging in clusters from 
the top of a stem a foot or eighteen inches high, the glorious 
Nepenthes sanguined with pouches eight or nine inches in 
length, a Sotterila ) and a large number of orchids—23 or 
more species, including a fine Coelogyne ( probably new ), one 
or two specimens of Spathoglottis aurea , and several species 
of Anectochi/nsy one a fine red one with a broad yellow band 
down the centre, and a green variety of the same, another of 
a beautiful velvety bronze colour with crimped edges, and an¬ 
other of a deep red-brown with pink edges and undersides. 
Few biids were seen on the top of the hill. A species of 
thrush of a uniform dark broYfn colour, and a few small flower- 
peckers were almost the only ones. Not having a gun I could 
not obtain specimens. Insects were not numerous. There 
were some flies and bees, and I got a single specimen of 
Vanessa perakana and one of Atella sinha. 

Having brought a good supply of kajangSy we made a 
smart hut about 500 feet higher up than that where we spent 
the first night, and about half a mile from the crest of the 
ridge. 
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The next morning we set the coolies to work again at the 
clearings on the summit, while we followed up the course of 
the stream which ran near our camp. The bed was full of 
large boulders of granite, amongst which the stream eventually- 
disappeared about a quarter of a mile from the crest of the 
ridge. I got some more orchids and two species of begonia 
growing on the rocks in the stream. In the gully in which the 
stream ran grew a very large species of Amomum , the fronds 
of which were 25 or 30 feet long, but I obtained no flow’ers 
of it. 

By the evening the coolies had made a sufficient clearing 
to enable us to get a good view of Gunong Besar and Gunong 
Hantu. The view from the summit was really magnificent, 
extending over the whole of Selangor, a great part of Jelebu, 
and part of Sungei Ujong. That night we slept at our new 
camp, and were glad of a log fire in the evening. Early the 
next morning we started for Kwala Lumpur, walking the first 
six miles, and then, meeting our ponies, riding to within nine 
miles of Kwala Lumpur, where a dog-cart was waiting to 
take us on. 

On the 15th January I started for a second visit to Bukit 
Etam. This time with only a Chinese boy and a few coolies. 
I slept, as before, at Ulu Langat for the first night. Having 
a minimum thermometer with me I was able to take some 
readings. At 8 p. m. on the night of the 15th, the tempera¬ 
ture in the verandah of the Police Station was 68° Fahr. It 
had been raining all the afternoon since 4 p. m. The follow¬ 
ing morning the thermometer registered a temperature of 65°. 
At 7 a. m. it was 72 0 . This time I walked the whole way, 
stopping for an hour at the hot springs at Dusun Tuah, in the 
hopes of taking some more specimens of Ornithoptera 
Brookeana, but I only saw one, which I failed to secure. 

At the bank of one of the streams I had to cross, I got a 
fair number of insects, including two specimens of Clerome 
fannula , several Papilios ) and Pieridce . 

I reached the big hut at the Sakei clearings about 4 p. m. ; 
my coolies about two hours later. They appeared not to be 
accustomed to hill work, and were quite done up, although 
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they had light loads. The temperature inside the hut at 8.30 
p. m was 64° Fahr. 

Next morning I started at 6 a m. and moved up to the 
upper camp, and started collecting plants. I got a good num¬ 
ber, including 25 species of fir and some good orchids, amongst 
which were a lot of A?iectochlis similar to those f got on the 
previous trip ; also a good Bulbophyllum . I gathered a sack 
full of orchids for Mr. Ridley of the Botanic Gardens, Singa¬ 
pore. 

The temperature at 6 p. m. outside the hut was 63° Fahr. 
The minimum reading on the morning of the 18th was 56°, 
and at xi a. m. the temperature was 64°. The thermometer 
was hung outside the north end of the hut, the hut being on 
the western slope of the hill. I collected another sack full of 
orchids, all from the top of the hill. I also found three speci¬ 
mens of a saprophyte —Thismia aseroe —-and one of my men 
brought me a small land crab of a reddish-brown colour and 
about half an inch across. * 

Finding my men had run out of rice, and having collected 
as much as I could carry, I decided to return to Kwala Lum¬ 
pur that afternoon, and started at 2 p. m. in pouring rain, 
leaving my men to follow with the baggage. It rained all the 
way to Kwala Lumpur, which I reached at 9.45 p. m. My 
men came in the next afternoon. 

The following Plants were collected by Lieut, 
Kelsall on Bukit Etam, Selangor :— 

Dillenia aurea, Sm. 

Illicum cambodianum, Kurz. 

Pyrenaria Kunstleri King. 

Schima Noronhss , Var. ? In fruit only. The leaves thick, 
rounded and blunt, with entire edges. Possibly a new 
species. 

Rourea acuminata, Hook. 

Allomorpha exigua , Grif. 

Sonerila tenuifolia, Bl. A Javanese plant, not hitherto 
recorded from the Peninsula. [There were also two 


Since returning to Singapore, I have found a similar one on Bukit Timah. 
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or three other species of Sonerila unknown to me.] 

Bauhinia emarginata , Jack. 

Argostemma incequale y Benn. A good find, as it has not 
previously been found in the Peninsula. It is a native 
of Java. 

A rgostemma. Three other species apparently undescribed, 

Ophiorrhiza sp. An unusually large species. 

Lasianthus sp. nr. cynanocarpus . 

Cephaelis Griffithii Hook. 

Ardisia villosa , Jack. 

Rhododendron malayanum, Jack. 

Diplycosia miycrophylla, Becc. 

Tabernoemontana javanica, Miq. ? A plant much resem¬ 
bling T. corymbosa, but with sessile cymes. 

Didymocarpus marginata , C. B. Clarke. 

D. platypus , C. B. Clarke. I suppose at least that this 
plant, which I have also from Kwala Lumpur, is this 
species. It fits the description well, but I have a speci¬ 
men of what appears to be D. crinitus from Bukit 
Timah, Singapore, where it is common, labelled “ D. 
platypus u from Kew. Mr. CLARKE states that the two 
species are very nearly allied, and as D. crinitus is 
rather variable in form of leaf, these two species may 
be the same. 

D. sp. nov. A most remarkable plant, which is evidently 
new, but the specimens were all flowerless. The leaves 
were crowded and resembled those of such a fern as 
Polypodium decoruin , being most elegantly lobed and 
cut, and bright red. The flowers were white. It would 
be a charming plant for cultivation. 

AUschynanthus speciosus ) Hook. This plant was also 
brought by Lieut. KELSALL, having been collected by 
Mr. SYERS in Ulu Selangor. It is a fine new addition 
to the Straits Flora, being hitherto only known from 
Borneo and Java. 

Strobilanthes near Maingayi. Just the same as a plant 
so named from Kew, which was collected on Penang 
Hill by Mr. CURTIS. 
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Nepenthes sanguined , Hook. 

Elatostemma acuminatum , Benn. 

Ficus hispida , Miq. 

i 7 . diversifolia , Bl, Two forms were collected—one 
almost typically the common form, the other var. 
lutescens. 

Chloranthus officinalis, Bl. 

Podocarpus neriifolius. 

P. cupressina. 

Spathoglottis aurea, Lindl. 

Calanthe veratrifolia, R. Br. 

Microstylis acutangula, Hook. The flowers of this were 
green, not white as described in Flor. Brit. India. 
Otherwise the plant was similar. 

AErides odoratum , Lour. 

Phaius pauciflorus, Bl. Apparently this rare Javanese 
plant, but the spur of the flower is somewhat larger 
than in Blume’S figure. It is the first record of the 
plant from the Peninsula. 

Dendrobium. New species of the Cadetia section. Will 
be described later. 

Coelogyne. New species. A very lovely plant of the 
Flaccidse group. 

C. tomeniosa , Lindl. 

Cryptostylis arachnites , Bl. 

Stenochasma urceolare , Griff. 

Alpinia Rafflesiana, Walk This charming orange-flower¬ 
ed Alpinia is not at all common. I only know one 
other locality for it, viz., at Toas, in Western Singapore. 

Globba leucantha , Miq. 

G. aurantiaca , Miq. 

Susu?n malayanu?n . 

Scleria malaccensis . 

Heptaspis urceolata, R. Br. 

Smilax hypoleuca , Mig. 

Dianella revoluta, Br. 

Burmannia longifolia, Becc. 

Thismia aseroe , Becc. 
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Trichomanes pluma. 

Hymenophyllum Neesii . 

H. javanicum. 

Prosaptia E??iersonii. 

Thamnopteris nidus-avis var. phyllitidis. 

Lecanopteris carnosa, Bl. 

Oleandra neriiformis. 

Calostoma Junghuhnii ) Schl. This curious fungus I also 
met with in the jungle at Pataling near Kwala Lumpur. 
It is known from Sikkim and Java and Sumatra. 


Besides these, there were a number of plants of more 
difficult orders, which I have not yet identified, and a large 
quantity of living orchids, which have not as yet shewn signs 
of flower, some of which will certainly prove novelties. 

This list gives a fair idea of the style of the Flora of this 
high region. There is a large Bornean element in it, but 
many of the plants are common also to the Perak mountains. 
The Flora is. evidently every rich and interesting, and the 
collection shows what can be done in a very short and hurried 
journey by any one possessed of sufficient energy to collect 
as he goes along. 


H. N. R. 




